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LUKE xvii. 20, 21; 

And when he was demanded of the Pha- 
riſees, when the kingdom of God ſhould 
come ; he anſwered them and ſaid, The 
kingdom of God cometh not with obſer= 
vation : Neither ſhall they ſay, Lo here, 
or lo there: for behold the kingdom of 
God is within you. 


N many of the Old Teſtament-prophe- 
cies concerning the Goſpel-diſpenſa- 
tion, the Meſſiah is ſpoken of as a Prince, 
- whoſe dominion ſhould extend over all 
the earth, and of whoſe kingdom there 

| B ſhould 
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ſhould be no end. He hall have do- 
minion (faith the Pſalmiſt“,) from ſea to 


fea, and from the river unto the ends of 


the earth. They that dwell in the wilder- 
neſs ſhall bow before him; and his enemies 

ſhall lick the duſt. The kings of Tarſhiſh 
and of the iſles ſhall bring preſents: the 
kings of Sheba and Seba ſhall offer gifts. 


Tea ALL kings ſhall fall down before 


him; ALL nations ſhall ſerve him. Of 
the mcreaſe of his government and peace 
(ſays the Prophet Ifaiah},) there /hall 
be no end, upon the throne of David and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to eſta- 
bliſh it with judgment and with juſtice, 
from henceforth even for ever. I. ſaw in 
the nighl-viſions, (faith another pro- 
phetÞ,) and behold one like the Son of man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came 
to the Ancient of days, and they brought 
him near before him, And there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations and lan- 

guages 


* Pſalm 72d. 9,—11. + Chap. ix. 7. 
5 1 Dan. vii. 13, 14. FI 
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guages ſhould ſerve him. His dominion is 
an everlaſting dominion which ſhall not 
| paſs away, and his kingdom that which 
' ſhall not be defiroyed. Referring to theſe 
and other ſimilar prophecies, John the 
Baptiſt, the harbinger of Chriſt, went 
about preaching repentance, and pro- 
claiming that the kingdom of God was 
at hand. 

The Jewiſh nation, however, miſtak- 
ing the true meaning of Scripture - pro- 
phecy upon this head, expected a king- 
dom of a very different nature from 
that which. Chriſt came to eſtabliſh in 
the world. They dreamt of nothing 
but conqueſts and triumphs, and ſuch 
power as the kings of the earth exerciſe 
among men. This was their fatal miſ- 
take : This was the chief cauſe of their 
unbelief, when Chriſt appeared among 
them : This led them to deſpiſe and re- 
ject the Lord's anointed. 

Certain Phariſees, who expected that 
the kingdom of Meſhah would be a 
kingdom of this world, put the queſtian 
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to our Lord, When the kingdom of God 
ſhould come ? To which he replied, The 
kingdom of God cometh not with obſerva- 
lion: Neither ſhall they fay, Lo it is here, 
or lo it is there: for behold, the kingdom 
of God is within you.—The import of 
this declaration merits our attention, 
Let us conſider each of the expreſſions 
uſed in our text, in the ſame order in 
which they occur : And then let us at- 
tend to the practical leſſons of inſtruc- 
tion which we ſhould learn from the 


ſubject. 1} 


Lr us begin with conſidering the 
import of the ſeveral expreſſions uſed in 
the tet. 

Our Lord, adopting the 1 of 
atophery, ſtyles his church a k:mgdom. 
Ehe idea of a kingdom implies a pub- 
lic community living under the govern- 
ment of a common Sovereign, who is 
veſted with power and authority for the 
common good. Now this idea correſ- 


825 n to what the Scriptures 
| declare 
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declare concerning the church of Chriſt. 
His church comprehends all the faith- 
h . all who believe and obey the Goſ- 

and he has all power committed to 
| 8 King or Head of this commu- 
nity. He is appointed by the Father, to 
be a Prince and a Saviour. In his name 
every knee is tp bow; and every tongue 
muſt confeſs that he is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father*, —A kingdom 
doth likewiſe imply laws, enforced by 
ſanctions. And he who is appointed to 
be Head over all things to his church, 
hath enacted laws which he requires his 
ſubjects to obey ; and the ſanctions of 
thoſe laws, are,—to the unbelieving and 
diſobedient, the Divine diſpleaſure, tri- 
bulation and anguiſh, and excluſion 
from the heavenly happineſs; whilſt the 
faithful and obedient are to enjoy eter- 
nal life in the paradiſe of God. 

But why is the church of Chriſt 
ſtyled the kingdom of heaven, and the 
kingdom of God lt is ſo ſtyled, firſt, 
p be- 

Adds v. 31. Philip ii. 10, 11. 
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becauſe it is of a different nature from 
the kingdoms of this earth. My kmg-+ 
dom (faid our Lord*,) ig not of this world. 
The ſyſtems of government eſtabliſhed 
by earthly rulers and princes, are found- 
ed on worldly principles, conducted by 
the maxims of worldly wiſdom, and 
calculated to promote worldly ends: 
But Chriſt's government is of a ſpiritual 
nature; it is intended to promote the 
future and eternal, as well as preſent 
happineſs of mankind. Another reaſon 
for which it is ſtyled the kingdom of God, 
and the kingdom of Heaven, is, becauſe it 
is of a more excellent nature than thoſe 
ſyſtems of government which are eſta» 
bliſhed among men. Human laws are 


often faulty, ſometimes unjuſt : But the 
laws of Chriſt are holy, juſt and good. A 
ſceptre of righteauſneſs is the ſceptre of his 
kingdom f. The kings and rulers of 
this earth do ſometimes adopt oppreſ- 
five meaſures, which tend to enſlave 
their ſubjects: But the government of 
Chriſt is lenient and merciful. In every 


5 | | part 
* John xvili, 36, + Rom, vii. 12, Heb. i. 8. 
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part of his adminiſtration, he conſults 
the welfare and happineſs of his people; 
and inſtead of defiring to reduce them 
to a ſtate of ſlavery, he ſecures to them 
the trueſt liberty. His yoke rs eaſy, and 
his burthen 1s light*, His people, (as he 
himſelf faith,) are free indeed}, Not a 
reſtraint is laid upon them but what 
reaſon and conſcience muſt approve ; no 
act of obedience is required of them but 
what they themſelves would chuſe to 
perform. In a word, the kings of this 
earth do often bring diſtreſs and miſery + 
upon their people, inſtead of being mini- 
ters of God for good to them : But all 
the ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom do find 
his government to be a blefling. His 
people are bleſſed in him; and they, with 
grateful and joyful. hearts, do call him 
bleſſedF. 

Hitherto then we have been conſider- 
ing why the church of Chriſt is ſtyled a 
kingdom, and why the kingdom of God, 

and 


Matth. xi. 30. + John viii, 32. + Rom. iii. 4. 
$ Pſalm Ixxii. 17. 
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and the kingdom of heaven, Let us now 

proceed to conſider the import of what 

our Lord faith, in our text, with regard 
to this kingdom. 


THE kingdom of God cometh not with 
obſervation. — This might truly be ſaid, 
firſt, becauſe Chriſt's kingdom was e- 
rected in the world without any exter- 
nal pomp. As the birth of the Prince of 

Peace was humble, ſo his life upon earth 
was a life of poverty. For him, no 
magnificent palace was built, no ſuperb 
throne erected. Not one carthly enſign 
of royalty had he; nor had he any other 
attendants than a few of the meaneſt 
of the people. Such was the humble 
ſtate in which Ze appeared, who was 
ere long to be exalted to glory and ho- 
nour, and to fit at the Father's right 

hand, as King of kings, and Lord of 
| 1 lords. 
Again: It may truly be ſaid that 
Chriſt's kingdom came not with obſer- 
* vation, 


8 * Rev. xix. 16. 
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vation, as it was erected, not by the 
force of arms, or by the exertion of any 
human power, but by the inviſible 
power of Him who ts able to ſubdue all 
things unto himſelf*. — When earthly 
kingdoms are erected, it is generally by 
conqueſt. One empire is founded on 
the ruins of another. Dominion is ac- 
quired by war and bloodſhed. But the 
kingdom of Chriſt was erected in the 
world, without any external force. No 
compulſion was uſed to make men ſub- 
Jet to him. No ſword was drawn to 
terrify men into allegiance, His weas 
pont were not carnal}, but ſpiritual. 
Farther: As the kingdom of Chriſt 
was erected in the world without the 
force of arms, or the exertion of any 
human power, —ſo it afterwards enlarged 
its boundaries, without any noiſe, and 
without any compulſive meaſures what- 
ſoever. When an earthly Prince extends 
his dominions, we hear of nothing but 
the din of arms, martial achievements, * 
E num 


» Philip iii. 21. 7 2 Cor. x. 4. 
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numbers ſlain in battle, and countries 
laid deſolate. But the kingdom of Chriſt 
daily gained ground without the leaſt 
diſturbance, and enlarged itſelf on every 
fide, almoſt without obſervation. Thus 
it did in the beginning; and thus it 
hath done in every age. Thouſands 
are dailh added to the church, in the eaſt 
and in the weſt, in the north and in 
the ſouth, without being much obſerved 
by the world. Indeed thoſe who be- 
come ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, (chat 
is, true members of his church,) do ſel- 
dom make much noiſe with their con- 
verſion, or attract the obſervation of the 
world by it. And this ſuggeſts another 
reaſon for which it may juſtly be ſaid 
that the kingdom of God cometh 905 
with obſervation. | 
The enlargement of Chriſt's nen 
conſiſts in the advancement of true reli- 
gion and piety in the world. Now, 
where religion gains ground, and a 


ſpirit of piety prevails, there 1s little 
noiſe, 


= Acts il, 47. 
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noiſe, little oſtentation. The religion of 
hypocrites, indeed, is very noiſy, very 
oſtentatious. They love to proclaim to 
the world when and how they were 
converted to the faith and obedience of 
Chriſt. When they perform any religi- 
ous ſervices, they wiſh to attract the at- 
tention of others; like the Phariſees of 
old, who prayed in the corners of the 
frreets, that they might be ſeen of men. 
When they give alms, or do acts of 
beneficence, they endeavour to make a 
pompous ſhew of their charity and good- 
neſs. But the religion of ſincere Chriſ- 
tians, is ſilent, modeſt, unaſſuming. 


THE next part of our Lord's declara- 
tion in the text, with regard to his king- 
dom, is, —Neither ſhall they ſay, L it 
is here, or lo it is there.— The kingdoms 
of this earth have certain boundaries 
which we may aſcertain. Of this king- 
dom we may ſay, Such are its limits; 
and of that, So far it extends, and no 
farther, But the kingdom of Chriſt is 

C2 not 
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LY 


not confined to any particular nation or 
country. He hath his ſubjects ſcattered 
over the whole world.—Some commu- 
nitie of profeſſed Chriſtians, indeed, 
would confine the church of Chriſt to 
thoſe of their own communion. The 
church of Rome, for inſtance, aflerts 
that She, and She only, is the holy Ca- 
tholic church; and that thoſe who diſ- 
ſent from Her, cannot be ſubjects of 
Chriſt's kingdom. And other commu=- 
nities of profeſſed Chriſtians, as uncha- 
ritable as the church of Rome, would 
fain exclude all fron? belonging to the 
kingdom of Chriſt, except thoſe of their 
own perſuaſion. Here, ſays one ſet of 
bigots, here is the church of Chriſt, No, 
replies another ſet of bigots ; the church 
of Chriſt is with us, or nowhere. But 
He who is the King and head of the 
church, overlooks thoſe walls of parti- 
tion* which the different ſects. of profeſ- 
ſed Chriſtians are daily erecting to keep 

: them- 
* Eph, ii. 14. 
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themſelves ſeparate from thoſe around 
them; and acknowledges all as his ſub- 
jets who receive his Goſpel as a divine 
revelation, and ſtudy to obey his com- 
mandments, whatever be the ſociety of 
profeſſed Chriſtians with which they may 
be immediately connected. His king- 
dom comprehends all pious believers, of 
all denominations. He hath faithful ſub- 
Jes in every nation, in every country, 
in every community, 


THE laſt part of our Lord's declara- 
tion in our text, is,—Behold, the king=- 
dom of God is within o Some critics 
contend that the words ſhould be ren- 
dered, The kingdom of God is AMONG you. 
But it does not make the leaſt alteration 
in the ſenſe of the text, whether we ren- 
der the words within you or among you, 
If we tranſlate the words, Behold the 
kingdom of God is AMONG you ; the mean- 
ing muſt be, That though the unbeliev- 
ing Phariſees, with whom our Lord then 
converſed, perceived it not, his king- 

dom 
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dom then exiſted among them, in the 
hearts of pious believers. If we tranſ- 
late the words, Behold the kingdom of 
God 15 WITHIN you ; they muſt convey 

exactly the ſame idea. 
| Behold (ſaid our Lord,) the kingdom 
of God is within you, —The idea of a king 
implies power and authority over thoſe 
whom he is appointed to govern. This 
authority may be maintained by force : 
But it is the glory of a gaad king to rule 
in the hearts of his ſubjects. Now this 
is the manner in which Chriſt maintains 
his authority over his people. Such is 
the power of his religion upon the minds 
of thoſe who are under its influence, 
that it naturally and neceſſarily inclines 
their hearts to obedience.—This agrees 
with what the Almighty, by his Prophet, 
foretold * concerning the nature of the 
New Covenant, or Goſpel-diſpenſation. 
Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the 
houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Ju- 
dah + 


Jer. xxxi. 31.—33. 
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dah : Not according to the covenant which 
made with their fathers, in the day that 
T took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt But this ſhall be 
the covenant that I will make with the 
houſe of Iſrael, in thoſe days, ſaith the 
Lord, I WILL PUT MY LAW IN THEIR 
INWARD PARTS, AND WRITE IT IN 
THEIR HEARTS, and will be their God, 
and they ſhall be my people. And again, 
by another Prophet“, — A new heart alſo 
will give you, and a new ſpirit will 7 
put within you; and I will take anvay the 
flony heart out of your fleſh, and I will 
give you an heart of fleſh. And I vill 
put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to 
walk m my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my 
Judgments, and do them, All the true 
ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, have a. 
principle of piety implanted in them by 
the Divine Spirit; their hearts are 
brought into ſubjection to the laws of 
the Goſpel ; ſo that it is their delight to 

| vield 


* Ezek, xxxvi. 26, 27« 
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yield obedience to Him whom they ac- 
knowledge as their Lord and Maſter, 


_ Havinc thus conſidered the import 
of the ſeveral expreſſions which occur in 
the text, with regard to the nature of 
Chriſt's kingdom in the world ; let us 
now attend to the practical leſſons of 
inſtruction which we {ſhould learn from 
the ſubject. | 


Our Lord declares, firſt, That the 
kingdom of God cometh not with obJer- 
vation. He himſelf lived in the world 
without any external pomp ; the mini- 
ſters whom he employed in promoting 
the intereſts of his kingdom, appeared 
without any outward badges of great- 
neſs ; and the inſtitutions which he ap- 
pointed to be obſerved Ain his church, 
were plain and ſimple, and had no ten- 
dency to attract the obſervation of the 
. world. — Hence let us learn, firſt, That 
it is inconſiſtent with the character and 
office of miniſters of Chriſt, either to 

affect 
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affect ſplendour, or to aſſume high- 
ſounding titles ;—and, ſecondly, That 
all pompous ceremonies in worſhip, are 


inconſiſtent with the fimplicity of the 
Golpelinſtitutions. 
Firſt, I ſay, it is inconſiſtent with 
the character and office of Miniſters of 
Chriſt, either to affect ſplendour, or to 
aſſume high-ſounding titles. Ye know,” + 
(ſaid our Lord to his diſciples*,) that 
the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe domi- 
nion over them; and they that are great 
exerciſe authority upon them. But it ſhall 
not be ſo among yo; but whoſoever will 
be great among you, let him be your mini- 
fter ; and whoſoever will be chief among 
_ you, let him be your ſervant. And a- 
gain, — Be not ye called Rabbi: for one 
25 your meſter, even Chrift ; and all ye are 
brethren. And the Apoſtle Peter] ex- 
horts Goſpel-miniſters to exerciſe the 
duties of their function, not as lords 
over God's heritage, but as enſamples to 
D . the 


* Matth. XX. 25 — 27. ＋ Id. xxiii. 8. 1 Pet. v. a 
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the flock. Such are the expreſs injunc- 
tions of the Goſpel upon this head. 
Secondly, I would infer, That all 
pompous ceremonies in worſhip, are in- 
conſiſtent with the ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel inſtitutions. Pompous ceremo- 
nies uſed in public worſhip, may amuſe 
ſpectators, and may ſometimes have a 
ſtriking effe on the imagination ; but, 
inſtead of exciting real devotion, they 
tend to withdraw the attention from the 
great object of worſhip, and to convert 
religion into a matter of mere form, 
The dangerous tendency of ceremonies 
in worſhip, not enjoined in the Goſpel, 
is evident from the paſt and preſent 
ſtate of the Romiſh church. The rulers 


of that church, departing entirely from 


the ſimplicity of the inſtitutions of 
Chriſt, under a pretence of ſtriking the 
mind with greater awe and reverence 
in worſhip, added one ceremony to ano- 
ther; until at length, their public wor- 


| ſhip degenerated into a round of farci- 
cal trifles, unmeaning pageantry, and 


ido- 
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idolatrous rites. This ought to ſerve as 
a warning to all other churches and ſo- 
cieties of profeſſed Chriſtians. Not a 
ſingle ceremony ought to be introduced 
into the public ſervices of religion, 
which the Goſpel hath not expreſsly 
appointed. - Some ceremonies may ap- 
pear harmleſs: But here is the danger, 
That when once men attempt to add 
to, or to improve upon the inſtitutions 
of Chriſt, they know not where to ſtop, 
but are apt to go on, ſtill adding and 
improving, until the ordinances of the 
Goſpel be ſo diſguiſed and corrupted, 
as to deſerve no longer the name of 
Chriſtian worſhip. The ordinances 
which Chriſt hath appointed, though 
plain and fimple, are yet ſtriking and 
venerable, and need none of our addi- 
tions or improvements, If He who 
came to erect the kingdom of God in 
the world, had ſeen it neceſſary to have 
appointed more ſplendid forms of wor- 
ſhip, and more external pomp in re- 

D2 ligious 
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ligious ſervices, he would undoubtedly 
have done it. 


Ix explaining that part of our 
Lord's declaration in the text, The king- 
dom o God cometh not with obſervation, 
I remarked, That it was erected, not by 
the force of arms, or by the exertion of 
any human power, but in a gentle and 
peaceable manner.—Hence let us learn, 
That the cauſe of Truth is to be main- 
tained in the world, not by forcible 
methods, but by mild and gentle means, 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſtyled the Prince of Peace: 
And it becomes thoſe who call them- 
ſelves his ſervants, wot to ſirive, or to 
endeavour to promote the intereſts of 
the Goſpel by harſh and perſecuting 
meaſures; but to be gentle to all men, 
even to the moſt virulent oppoſers of 
Chriſtianity; and in meekneſs to inſtruct, 
and to endeavour to perſuade gamſayers*, 
All perſecuting principles we ſhould de- 
teſt, as antichriſtian and diabolical,— 
ths Be- 

* 2 Tim, ii. 24, 25. Tit. i. 9. 
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Beſides, the Goſpel will maintain its 
own ground, in ſpite of all oppoſition: 
Great is the Truth, and it will prevail, 
though the abettors of error ſhould join 
hand in hand to oppoſe it. Let not the 
friends of Truth, then, by a miſtaken 
fiery zeal, prejudice mankind againſt it. 
Let them not ſeem to give the leaſt 
countenance to perſecution of any ſort, 


Let them leave perſecuting meaſures to 


thoſe who have a bad canfe to ſupport, 
and who are ſtrangers to the mild ſpirit 
of the Goſpel. 

But, (ſay ſome,) Though it be wrong 
and unjuſtifiable to perſecute any for 
conſcience' ſake, who do not ſhow a 
ſpirit of perſecution themſelves ; is it 
not proper and neceſſary to oppoſe Pa- 
piſts by forcible methods, and to keep 
them in awe by penal laws ?—I anſwer, 
By no means; unleſs it be proper to 
endeavour to expel Antichriſt by the 
very ſpirit of Antichriſt, Beſides, to 
perſecute the deluded votaries of the Ro- 


miſh church in a Proteſtant country, is 
the 
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the moſt effectual method that can be 
taken to confirm them in their errors, 
to ſtrengthen their attachment to the 
Popiſh communion,—and to make many 
eſpouſe their cauſe, who would other- 
wiſe hold popery in contempt. Perſe- 
cute Papiſts in a free country, or take 
any meaſures with them that have the 
leaſt appearance of perſecution; and 
you give popery importance, - you gain 
friends to it. and give it a firmer foot- 
ing. Let Papiſts alone; give them a 


free toleration as to the exerciſe of their 


religion; and the monſtrous abſurdities 
of their ſyſtem, will ſoon make it an 
object of deriſion. Popery, in a land of 
light, unaided by the civil power, muſt 
dwindle gradually into nothing.—I can- 
not but lament that our Proteſtant Aſ- 
ſociations of late have been conducted 
ſo much in the true ſpirit of popery; 
and that thoſe who profeſs to abhor 
perſecuting principles, ſhould appear 
themſelves to be actuated by thoſe very 
Principles. | 

FAR- 
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FARTHER: We are inſtructed, by 
the text, to conſider the church of Chriſt 
as one; as not confined to any particular 
ſect or community; but as compre- 
hending all pious believers of all deno- 
minations throughout the whole world. 
Hence let us learn to deſpiſe bigotry 
and a party-ſpirit. Let us conſider our- 
ſelves, not as belonging to any particu- 
lar ſet, but as members of the holy 
catholic church, or church univerſal — 
When profeſſed Chriſtians adopt ſenti- 
ments different from this ; that bond of 
love, which ſhould knit together the 
hearts of all who bear the name of 
Chriſt, is unhappily broken aſunder ; 
each particular ſect looks with coldneſs, 
and often with diſdain, on every other 
ſet ; and, inſtead of univerſal benevo- 
lence and charity, there 1s often hatred 
and ill will. The different ſeats conſi- 
der themſelves as ſo many different par- 
ties, having oppoſite views and oppoſite 
intereſts; and all are apt to forget that 


they 


1 
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they profeſs to believe a holy catholic 
church. Let us, therefore, guard againſt 
whatever principles favour of bigotry, 
Let us conhder Chriſtians of all deno- 
minations as our brethren, as diſciples 
of the ſame Maſter, and members of 
the ſame church, of which Chriſt Jefus 
is the Head. Let this ſentiment be im- 
preſſed on our minds; and let us diſ- 
dain that littleneſs of ſoul which would 
lead us to think, that the different 
modes of worſhip, or the different forms 
of church- government. v which obtain 
among different ſocieties of profeſſed 
Chriſtians, ſhould preclude the exerciſe 
of mutual benevolence, and Chriſtian 
love. —lLet us adhere ſtedfaſtly to what 
appears to us, upon, impartial. i inquiry, 
to be the truth; but let us beware of 
judging harſhly of thoſe who differ from 
us in ſentiment _ my to ſome 
points. 

A general 8 in ſpeculative 
points of doctrine, or in external modes 


of worſhip and church- government, we 
are 
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are not perhaps to expect in the Chriſ- 
tian world, Theſe are points about 
which men of the beſt heads and the 
beſt hearts, have always differed : But 
ſurely they are points about which men 
of good heads and good hearts would 
not chuſe to quarrel, What! Becauſe 
the ſociety of profeſſed Chriſtians with 
which one man chuſes to join ſtatedly 
in public worſhip, adopts one plan of 
eccleſiaſtical government and worſhip,— 
ſhall he deſpiſe or diſregard thoſe who 
chuſe to adopt a plan ſomewhat differ- 
ent? When neighbouring congregations 
of Chriſtians, in their reſpective places 
of worſhip, offer up prayers and ſuppli- 
cations with thankſgiving, to the ſame 
God, in the name of the ſame Media- 
tor, and endeavour to learn the way to 
the ſame New Jeruſalem which is above, 
— ſhall one congregation look ſhy upon 
another, merely becauſe their ſeatiments, 
with regard to ſome, points, are diffe- 
rent? Can any thing be more abſurd, 

E | as 

* Gal, iv. 26, 
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as well as contrary to the genius and 
ſpirit of the Goſpel!—Yet abſurd and 
unchriſtian as this is, we all know that 
it is too common among chriſtian ſo- 
cieties of all denominations. Let us, 
my Reverend Brethren now preſent, let 


us at all times diſdain ſuch narrow prin- 


ciples ourſelves; and let us do all we 
can to diſcountenance them in others. 


* FinaLLY: We all profeſs ourſelves 
ſubjects of Chriſt's Kingdom, Let us 
ſtudy to imbibe his ſpirit, and to obey 
his laws; that ſo we may not only be 
profeſſed Chriſtians, but true members of 
his Church:—Let us who bear the of- 
fice of Miniſters of Chriſt, ſtudy to be 
faithful in diſcharging the important 
truſt committed to us. Let us be zeal- 
ous in endeavouring to promote the 
cauſe of Truth, and in ſpreading the 
knowledge of the Goſpel. Let us ſtudy 


to be as uſeful as poſſible in our reſpec- 


tive congregations; and, by our doc- 
trine and example, to recommend reli- 
gion 


Chriſt s Ringdom. 27 


gion to the hearts of thoſe committed 
to our paſtoral care. Thus we ſhall not 
only be ſubjects of Chriſt ourſelves, but 
ſhall likewiſe be inſtruments of advan- 
cing his Kingdom in the world. 


May the preaching of the everlaſting 
Goſpel be ſucceſsful ! May the light and 
ſpirit of the Religion of Chriſt univer- 
fally prevail! May the happy period 
ſoon arrive, when all the kingdoms and 
nations of the world will become the 
Kingdom of the Redeemer, that He may 
reign for ever and ever. Amen. 
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